MEDICARE OPEN ENROLLMENT BEGINS OCTOBER 15 – START REVIEWING YOUR PLAN
NOW
By Kirk Larson Social Security Washington Public Affairs Specialist
With more benefits, better choices and lower costs, the Social Security Administration is
encouraging people with Medicare and their families to start reviewing drug and health plan
coverage options for 2018. The Medicare Open Enrollment Period will start in October and end
December 7. Finding the right plan to work with Medicare is very important. This will give seniors
and people with disabilities time to compare and find the best plan that meets their unique needs.
As the largest public health program in the United States, Medicare has 4 parts to keep you covered:
o Part A (Hospital Insurance) helps cover inpatient hospital care, skilled nursing care,
hospice care, and home health care. Most people get Medicare Part A premium-free
since it is earned by working and paying Social Security taxes.
o Part B (Medical Insurance) helps cover services from doctors and other outpatient
health care providers, outpatient care, home health care, durable medical equipment,
and some preventive services. Most people pay a monthly premium for Part B. Some
high-income individuals pay more than the standard premium. If you don’t enroll in
Medicare Part B during your initial enrollment period and then decide to do so later, your
coverage may be delayed and you may have to pay a higher monthly premium for as
long as you have Part B.
o Part C (Medicare Advantage) allows you to choose to receive all of your health care
services through a provider organization. This plan includes all benefits and services
covered under Part A and Part B, usually includes Medicare prescription drug coverage,
and may include extra benefits and services at an extra cost. You must have Part A and
Part B to enroll in Part C. Monthly premiums vary depending on the state where you
live, private insurer, and whether you select a health maintenance organization or a
preferred provider organization.
o Part D (Medicare prescription drug coverage) helps cover the cost of prescription drugs.
Many people pay a premium for Part D. However, people with low income and
resources may qualify for Extra Help to pay the premium and deductible. If you don’t
enroll in a Medicare drug plan when you’re first eligible, you may pay a late enrollment
penalty if you join a plan later. You will have to pay this penalty for as long as you have
Medicare prescription drug coverage. To see if you qualify for extra help visit
www.socialsecurity.gov/prescriptionhelp.
Using Medicare’s Plan Finder – available at www.medicare.gov/find-a-plan – can help you find the
best plan in your area. You can also see if your current plan is highly rated or may have some
issues. You have the option to complete a general or personalized plan search. A personalized
search may provide you with more accurate cost estimates and coverage information.
If you need help finding the right plan, you can contact the Statewide Health Insurance Benefits
Advisors (SHIBA). SHIBA is part of the Washington State Insurance Commissioner’s consumer
protection services designed to help answer your health care questions. You can get free, unbiased
assistance with Medicare health care choices using their website at https://www.insurance.wa.gov/ or
call at (800) 562-6900.
Each year there are changes to Medicare program and it is important to keep up and understand
how the changes can benefit or cost you more money. Visit www.medicare.gov or
www.socialsecurity.gov for more information.

